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May 11, 2012 
 
 

NOTICE OF REQUIRED TARIFF FILINGS (Revised) 
 
 

To:  All Maryland Regulated Facilities-Based Local Exchange Carriers 
 

By Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) Order # FCC 11-161 (the “Order”), 
dated November 18, 2011, the FCC established a framework to migrate tariff charges for 
switched access to a bill-and-keep régime over several years. As part of the phase-in, carriers are 
required to reduce certain intrastate switched access rates to levels that allow the carrier to 
recover revenues that are equal to or less than the average of the intrastate and the interstate 
revenues. In the Order, the FCC determined that state tariff filings are an appropriate method to 
bring charges into compliance with the Order. 
 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §51.907 and §51.911 as revised in the FCC’s Order, the first 
reduction in access rates must occur by July 1, 2012. In order to ensure that tariff filings can be 
accepted on time, the Maryland Public Service Commission (“PSC”) is requiring facilities based 
local exchange carriers to file no later than May 1, 2012, tariff revisions that are consistent with 
the FCC Order and with a proposed effective date of July 1, 2012. 
 

Through the same Order as amended by Order # FCC 12-47 on April 25, 2012, the FCC 
also determined that terminating IP related traffic, intrastate or otherwise, would be henceforth 
charged at interstate rates, and that such rates should be implemented through intrastate tariff 
filings. Originating IP related traffic can be charged at intrastate rates until June 30, 2014.  The 
FCC established December 29, 2011 as the effective date for setting originating and terminating 
VoIP traffic at interstate levels, but has allowed carriers to reestablish originating traffic rates at 
intrastate rates effective 45 days after publication of Order # FCC 12-47 in the Federal Register. 
Additionally, the FCC did not establish a date by which all intrastate tariff filings should be 
updated. 
 

In order to ensure compliance with the FCC Order, the PSC is requiring that carriers file 
revisions to intrastate tariffs reflecting implementation of the IP traffic provisions for originating 
and terminating VoIP rates by June 15, 2012 with an effective date of December 29, 2011 
pursuant to Order # FCC 11-161. Furthermore, carriers are allowed to reestablish originating 
intrastate VoIP rates to the current intrastate switched access rate, with an effective date 45 days 
after publication of Order # FCC 12-47 in the Federal Register.  
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Failure to comply with this mandate will result in your company being out of compliance 
with both, FCC Orders # FCC 11-161 and FCC 12-47, and applicable provisions of the Maryland 
Annotated Code, Public Utilities Article. If appropriate tariffs, consistent with federal and state 
law are not filed as set forth in this letter, carriers will be unable to lawfully charge for intrastate 
access traffic until such time as the PSC accepts for filing appropriate tariff revisions. 

 
If you have any questions about these requirements, please contact Juan Alvarado at 

(410) 767-8044 or Carlos Candelario at (410) 767-8053. Tariff filings should be addressed to 
David J. Collins, Executive Secretary, Maryland Public Service Commission, William Donald 
Schaefer Tower, 6 St. Paul Street, 16th Floor, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. 
 
 
       By Direction of the Commission, 
 
       /s/ David J. Collins 
 
       David J. Collins 
       Executive Secretary 


